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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A fuel cell power system comprising: 

a fuel cell for supplying electric power to a driving motor for driving a vehicle \oa4] 

an electric power storage device for assisting supply of electric power to the 

driving motor te a^; af\4 

a connecting device, disposed between an output end of said fuel cell and said 

electric power storage device, for connecting an output end of the fuel cell and said 

electric power storage device; 

a first detector which detects a terminal voltage of the fuel cell: 

a second detector which detects a terminal voltage of the electric power storage 

device: and 

a sw i tching devic e, disp o s e d b e tw een s aid fuel ce l l and sa i d capa oiter, for 
switching connection or disconnection of said fuel cell with said capacitor; and 

a control device for controlling said connecting device s w itch i ng d ev ic e to 
connect or disconnect said fuel cell with the electric power storage device : 

wherein when said fuel cell is being connected to said electric power storage 
device capacitor , said control device detects the a voltage difference by subtracting the 
terminal voltage of the fuel cell from the terminal voltage of the electric power storage 
device betw e en a t e rm in al voltag e of th e capacitor and a t e rm i na l voltage of the f uel 
gbW, and when the voltage difference is larger than a predetermined value, said control 
device controls the connecting device so as to limit an amount of a current flowing from 
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said fuel cell to said electric power storage device e x e cut e s a chopping control of the 
sw i tch i ng d e vic e. 

2. (Currently Amended) [[A]] Ihe fuel cell power system according to 
claim 1. further comprising[[:]] a switching device, disposed between said fuel cell and 
said electric power storage device, for switching connection or disconnection of said fuel 
cell with said electric power storage device, wherein when the voltage difference is 
larger than the predetermined value, the control device executes a chopping control of 
the switching device . 

a fu e l cell for supplying electr ic power to a lo a d; 

a capac i tor for ass i sting supply of ele ctric pow e r to th e load; 

a-G onn o cting d e v i c e , dispos e d b e tw e en an output en d o f s ai d fuet-cell and s aid 
capacitor, for conn e cting an output e nd of th e fu el c e l l and said capac i tor; and 

a-ee ntrol device for contro ll ing said connecting device as to w he th e r sa i d fuel ce ll 
is connect e d or disconnect e d with th e capac i tor, 

wherein w hen sai d fuel cell is being connect e d to said capacitor, said control device 
det ects the voltage differ e nce between the terminal voltage of the fuel cell and the 
term i nal vo l tage of th e capacitor, and when th e voltage diff e r e nc e is larger than a 
pr e d e t e rmin e d va l ue, said contro l d e vice controls th e connecting d e vice so as to limit an 
am o unt of a current flowing from said fu e l cell to said capacito r. 

3. (Currently Amended) The fuel cell power source system according to 
claim 1, wherein said control device connects said fuel to said electric power storage 
device eapacitef after said fuel cell has been activated. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The fuel cell power source system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the control apparatus device comprises: 

a primary precharge circuit, disposed downstream of the electric power storage 
device capac i tor , comprising a switching device and a current control device; and 

a secondary precharge circuit, disposed downstream of the fuel cell, comprising 
a chopping device and a chopping control device; 

wherein when the voltage difference between the terminal voltage of the fuel cell 
and the terminal voltage of the electric power storage device ca pa citor exceeds a 
predetermined value, the current limiting device of the primary precharge circuit and the 
chopping device of the secondary precharge circuit controls an amount of current 
flowing from the fuel cell flowing to the electric power storage device capacitor , and 
when a voltage difference between the terminal voltage of the fuel cell and the terminal 
voltage of the electric power storage device e apacitor is reduced below the 
predetermined value, the primary precharge circuit and the secondary precharge circuit 
allow current flowing from the fuel cell to the electhc power storage device capacitor and 
to the driving motor l ead. 

5. (Withdrawn) A method for controlling start of a fuel cell vehicle, the fuel 
cell having: 

a fuel cell provided with a fuel cell driving device for supplying electric power to a 

load; 

an electric power storage device for assisting supply of electric power to the load; 
a control apparatus for controlling the fuel cell power source system having: 
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a primary precharge circuit disposed downstream of the capacitor, comprising a 
switching device and a current limiting device; and 

a secondary precharge circuit disposed downstream of the capacitor, comprising 
a DC-DC chopper and a chopper control device; 

the control method comprising the steps of: 

opening the switching device of the primary precharge circuit when the terminal 
voltage of the capacitor and the terminal voltage of the load reaches an equilibrium 
voltage after supplying a limited current from the capacitor through the current limiting 

device; 

activating the fuel cell by activating the fuel ceil driving device by supplying fuel to 
the fuel cell; 

detecting a voltage difference between the terminal voltage of the fuel cell and 
the terminal voltage of the capacitor; and 

executing a chopping control of the output current of the fuel cell by the DC-DC 
chopper when the voltage difference exceeds a predetermined value, and the output 
current from the fuel cell is supplied to the load when the voltage difference is reduced 
to be less than a predetermined value. 

6. (Withdrawn) A method of controlling a fuel cell power source system, 

the fuel cell power source system having: 

a fuel cell provided with a fuel cell driving device for supplying electric power to a 

load; 

a capacitor for assisting supply of electric power to the load including a driving 

motor; 
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a control apparatus for controlling the fuel cell power source system having: 

a primary precharge circuit disposed downstream of the capacitor, comprising a 
switching device and a current limiting device; and 

a secondary precharge circuit disposed downstream of the capacitor, comprising 
a DC-DC chopper and a chopper control device; 

wherein the control method comprises the steps of: 

detecting a voltage difference between a terminal voltage of the capacitor and a 
terminal voltage of the fuel cell; 

limiting the output current of the fuel cell by the DC-DC chopper of the secondary 
precharge circuit when the voltage difference exceeds a predetermined value; and 

opening the secondary precharge circuit to supply the output current from the 
fuel cell to the capacitor and to the load when the second voltage difference reduces to 
be less than a second predetermined difference. 

7. (New) A control apparatus for starting a fuel cell vehicle comprising: 

a fuel cell for supplying electric power to a load; 

an electric power storage device for assisting a supply of electric power to said 
load and for storing energy generated by said fuel cell; 

a fuel cell driving device for supplying reaction gases and for driving said fuel 

cell; and 

a current limiting device for limiting an output current from said fuel cell, 
wherein at the time of starting the fuel cell, said electric power storage device 
supplies electric energy to said fuel cell driving device and said current limiting device 
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prohibits said fuel cell from outputting an output current until an output voltage of said 
fuel cell reaches a predetermined voltage, and 

after said output voltage rises to more than the predetermined voltage, said 
current limiting device limits said output current of said fuel cell to below a 
predetermined current value until a difference between said output voltage of said fuel 
cell and a terminal voltage of said electric power storage device reaches a 
predetermined voltage difference. 
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